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Course Information

Units of Credit: 6

Course Overview

Course Description

This postgraduate course introduces you to recent histories and contexts that inform the major themes of
contemporary art. The course locates art practices within wider social, cultural, political, and philosophical
contexts, and introduce the histories of postmodernism, feminism, globalisation, decolonisation and other
major frameworks that continue to shape contemporary art. The course focuses on art practices since the
1960s and examines how the rise of installation, performance and conceptual art have influenced the
breakdown of traditional discipline boundaries. You will develop critical visual analysis skills through
discursive tutorial activities, academic reading, writing and research tasks. You will be encouraged to work
collaboratively to develop and share your analytic and reflective skills. This course will provide you with the
background knowledge required to undertake independent creative enquiry in your chosen field.

Course Learning Outcomes

On completion of this course, the student should be able to:

1. Examine and evaluate the impact of historical themes, movements and events relevant to
contemporary art.

2. Critically analyse art practices in relation to complex contemporary questions, problems and
contexts.

3. Apply academic research skills to select and integrate high quality scholarly sources.
4. Construct a persuasive and supported argument in relation to art using appropriate essay structure.

Teaching and Learning in this Course

This courses uses a variety of teaching approaches:

Blended/online

Moodle - learning management system

Assessment

TITLE WEIGHTING ASSESSMENT TYPE

Assessment Task 1 Critical Response File 40% Extended Writing Task

Assessment Task 2 Academic Essay 60% Extended Writing Task

References for this Course

 Weekly Readings and additional resources are available on Moodle and Leganto.
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