
Term T3, 2019

Course Information

Units of Credit: 6

Course Overview

Course Description

In this course, you will investigate the central question, “what is design?” and consider key theories that
will explore this question from a number of different historical and contemporary perspectives. Using the
knowledge and research and analysis skills developed in the introductory Design History and Theory
course, you will further investigate these theories in relation to key contexts in design such as
globalisation, sustainability, ethics and innovation. Through a series of lectures and tutorials, you will
develop and implement the tools required to critically reflect upon and communicate your practice in
nuanced and effective ways. At the conclusion of this course, you will understand the relevance and
purpose of design theory to your own design practice.

Course Learning Outcomes

On completion of this course, the student should be able to:

1. Understand and discuss key theories and concepts that are relevant to design practice
2. Identify and critically analyse various design contexts through the application of appropriate theories

of design
3. Demonstrate refined oral and/or written communication skills through theoretical investigation and

analysis of design case studies
4. Apply academic research literacy through effective sourcing, attribution and critical analysis of

research material

Teaching and Learning in this Course

This courses uses a variety of teaching approaches:

Blended/online

Echo360 - lecture recording
Moodle - learning management system

Assessment

TITLE WEIGHTING ASSESSMENT TYPE

Assessment Task 1 Annotated Bibliography 40% Extended Writing Task

Assessment Task 2 Academic Essay 60% Extended Writing Task

References for this Course

See course Moodle
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