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Course Overview

Course Description

This course explores the relationship between textiles, time and memory within contemporary art practice.
You will develop strategies to work with and respond to objects held in collections and archives to extend
research for contemporary art textiles practice. These repositories will be explored in their various forms
and guises as a form of preserving, displaying and thinking about historical and culturally significant
artifacts and their relationship to contemporary practice.

Cloth, textiles and related objects held within these collections will be researched for the archival and
documentary qualities in conjunction with the related social, historical and cultural contexts in which it
exists. The unique qualities of cloth as a carriage for time and memory will be investigated as creative
platforms within current contemporary art practice.

Studio workshops will allow students to experiment in fabric dye and hand printing techniques. Through
class lectures, readings and an excursion to a textile collection, students will be introduced to a range of
local, international and digitized collections such as the MCA Library, Powerhouse Museum, Caroline
Simpson Library & Research Collection, National Library of Australia and the Victoria & Albert Museum. 

Assessment in this course includes research tasks, workshop experimentation and realising projects that
engage with the concepts developed from this activity. Assessment will also include a studio journal to
document the exploration of your ideas and reflections on research, technical and conceptual
developments and the evaluation of your artworks. 

SDES2403 Textiles, Time and Memory and SDES2402 Textiles, Art and the Everyday are
complimentary 2nd year courses which together form the two x 2000 level core studies in the Textiles
studio stream within the BFA program. These can also be taken as part of BMA. Together these
courses prepares students for more advanced studies in the 3000 level courses in the Textiles stream.
These courses may also be taken as an elective where places are available. 

Course Learning Outcomes

On completion of this course, the student should be able to:

1. Undertake research and experimentation in practice based research projects into textiles and objects
contained in various museum and gallery archives and collections located nationally or
internationally.

2. Research, investigate and critically analyse the work of artists, writers and practitioners who have
engaged with concepts developed from archives, time and memory.

3. Develop a critical awareness of textile processes as vehicles for expressing ideas for art work using
textile materials, processes, techniques and referencing relevant histories of textiles from both
national and international perspectives.

4. Communicate practice-based research experimentation outcomes, interpreting outcomes as an
individual response to the studio project aims and communicate project outcomes visually and
verbally.

SDES2403

Textiles, Time and Memory

SDES2403 Textiles, Time and Memory

C r e ate d :  20  May  20 19 1



Teaching and Learning in this Course

This courses uses a variety of teaching approaches:

Blended/online

Review - assessment tool
Turnitin - originality checking
Moodle - learning management system

Assessment

TITLE WEIGHTING ASSESSMENT TYPE

Assessment Task 1 Investigating Cloth 20% Written Report

Assessment Task 2 Memory Cloth 40% Art Studio Work

Assessment Task 3 Lace in Translation 40% Art Studio Work
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COURSE REFERENCES: JOURNALS
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V&A Museum Textile Collection:
Click http://www.vam.ac.uk/page/t/textiles/link to open resource.

Sydney Living Museums:
Click http://sydneylivingmuseums.com.au/link to open resource.

Caroline Simpson Library and Research Collection:

http://sydneylivingmuseums.com.au/research-collections/library
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