
Term T1, 2019

Course Information

Units of Credit: 6

Course Overview

Course Description

This course introduces you to the fundamentals of traditional darkroom photography practices. The course
explores the legacy of experimental image-making processes using 35mm film cameras alongside camera-
less photography techniques, such as photograms, chemigrams and luminograms. You will acquire the
basic technical skills of 35mm camera operation; black-and-white film exposure and processing; basic
darkroom printing methods and procedures; and camera-less photography techniques.

Lectures and projects will help you to develop your critical thinking skills as well as increase your
awareness of current lens-based theories and practices in the context of contemporary fine arts and
photography. Demonstrations and workshops will encourage you to experiment with materials and ideas
leading to the establishment of an independent studio-based practice.

Course Learning Outcomes

On completion of this course, the student should be able to:

1. Identify and apply basic camera-less photography techniques and principles.
2. Employ safe and professional studio work processes using the darkroom.
3. Apply basic techniques of black-and-white analogue photography from 35mm film exposure and

processing to darkroom printing.
4. Produce an experimental body of work that responds to contemporary photographic theories and

art practices.

Teaching and Learning in this Course

This courses uses a variety of teaching approaches:

Blended/online

Review - assessment tool
Moodle - learning management system

Lectures

Lectures are key presentations by staff to set the context of the course. Students are expected to
undertake further, independent research into the topics, artists and writers presented in lectures. The
Moodle class Blog is a platform for sharing and presenting work in progress and research as a form of a
'visual diary'.

Tutorials

Tutorials facilitate student centred learning where students become actively engaged in the learning
process and become more responsible and active in planning their learning. Group and individual tutorials
create a platform for students to consider their methodology, practice and process inspired by other artists
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and art theorists/critics relevant to their individual areas of research and the creative work that is being
developed as part of the course. Attention is given to each student as they are guided through the creative
process where the nuances of their individual works are resolved with the lecturer.

Studio

Studio involves group work, independent work, workshops and feedback sessions that focus on your
project work. It is essential that you prepare well for your individual and group feedback sessions and
inclass workshops throughout the semester so that the time in these sessions is spent productively and so
you may receive the comments you require to progress your project work. Attend feedback sessions or
workshops with material evidence (photographs, digital files [stills or moving image], sketches, books, etc)
of artwork in progress or evidence of substantial progress since your last consultation. Students are also
expected to undertake independent studio work outside of the scheduled class hours for the completion of
projects.

Assessment

TITLE WEIGHTING ASSESSMENT TYPE

Assessment Task 1 See what will happen 40% Art Studio Work

Assessment Task 2 Make what will happen 60% Art Studio Work

References for this Course

For a full list of resources see Leganto and Moodle.
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http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/leganto
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